
 

 

  We continue our study of the prophet Isaiah’s encounter with the holy God in chapter 6 of the book written by 

him.  Note the seraphim's exclamation in the second part of v. 3, "the whole earth is full of his glory."  This is similar to 

the expression, "the train of his robe filled the temple" in the first verse,  but far from being a mere repetition, it is an 

expansion.  How?  Because in verse 3 the scene shifts from the heavenly temple that is filled with the royalty and the 

majesty of the high and exalted God to the cosmic scene in which all of creation is filled with his glory.  In other words, 

the divine glory overflows from the heavenly temple into all of creation.  When we recall the first part of this verse in 

which the angelic beings cry "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;” we can safely say that God's holiness or his 

transcendent otherness from his creation, is a defining aspect of his glory.  This was the divine glory of which the 

Seraphim could not stop singing.  They only had one song, one melody, one stanza as well as one chorus: "Holy, holy, 

holy."  They did not tire of it nor could they because, as John Calvin so insightfully says in his commentary, "the 

holiness of God supplies us with inexhaustible reasons" for singing (the same) praises to him. 

 

Yes, it is true that the Lord God is transcendent but the fact that his glory covers the universe also 

demonstrates that he is immanent or present with his people.  He delights in sharing his glorious presence with his 

unholy creatures, but his presence constrains them to make a response.  In other words, God's presence among us 

requires us to acknowledge him as the Lord God Almighty, as the only true God apart from whom there is no God, 45:5.  

"I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols."  42:8.  This truth reaches 

its climax in the Incarnation of Jesus Christ, the eternal son of God, who declares that anyone who has seen him has 

indeed seen God the Father, Jn 14:9 and also that whoever receives him, receives the Father who sent him, 13:20. 

 

The impact of the glory of the Lord God is shown in two ways.  Firstly, on the physical creation itself.  Verse 4 

tells us that at the sound of the one calling out, the foundations of the threshold shook and the temple was filled with 

smoke.  Whose voice?  Most likely the voice of the Lord God for as we have seen at Mt. Sinai, when, upon seeing "the 

thunder and the flashes of lightning and the sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking," and upon hearing the 

voice of the Lord, the children of Israel were terrified and trembled, pleading with Moses to not let God speak to them 

for fear of death, Ex 20:18-19.  Here the threshold, i.e., the massive stones upon which the doorposts of the temple 

stood, rattled as did Sinai on which Yahweh appeared, 19:18, in a demonstration of the power of God's presence.   

 

Secondly, on the prophet himself; this is by far the more devastating of the two.  When confronted with the 

glory of the Lord, Isaiah invokes a cry of self-condemnation: ""Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, 

and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!""  6:5.  The 

vision of God's holiness, majesty and glory reinforce in him the gruesome reality of his own sinful condition.  The very 

one who had been boldly pronouncing judgment against God's people for their sins, 5:8-23, now helplessly identifies 

himself as being under the same judgment as the rest of the covenant community.  He is no different from them; they're 

all guilty sinners standing before the bar of God's holy justice.  ""Woe is me!"" is both a cry and a confession of utter 

despair. Similar responses were made by Job, Job 42:5-6; Peter, Lk 5:8; and John, Rev 1:17, when they were 

confronted with the divine holiness.   

 

In seeing the glory of God, Isaiah resigns that his life is just about over; he is lost, that is, his life is about to 

come to a violent end; his destruction is imminent.  In saying that he has unclean lips he admits that he could not stand 

even in the company of the seraphim who continually use their sinless lips to sing praises to the Lord.  As a prophet he is 

required to use his lips in proclamation but after this ravaging encounter with the holy God, he dared not utter a word.  

Remember that the Old Testament saints believed that to see the Lord was to encounter death- as the Lord himself told 

Moses, Ex 33:20 and as Samson's father told his wife, Jdg 13:22.  Thus, it is no wonder that, out of a deep awareness of 

the terrifying holiness of God, he later writes, "The sinners in Zion are afraid; trembling has seized the godless: "Who 

among us can dwell with the consuming fire? Who among us can dwell with everlasting burnings?" 33:14.  When 

sinners stand face-to-face with the holiness of God, they confess and experience him to be a consuming fire.  In the 

mirror of God's holiness, we see ourselves as we truly are and cry out to him in humble confession of our sins. Has this 

been your experience?   

 

          


